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A Message From 
Lama Rangbar 

"Many people have asked me why as 
Buddhists, have we erected a Hindu Deity 
statue at the Retreat Sanctuary in Big 
Indian.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to respond to this line of 
inquiry very clearly.  To begin with, it must 
be understood that there are many 
Buddhist practices of “Hindu” deities within 
our tradition. Maha Dev (Lha chen), 
Saraswasti, Ganapati (Ganesh), and 
Vishnu, just to name a few, are practiced in 
several texts from the greatest masters of 
our Buddhist lineages such as His Holiness 
Dudjom Rinpoche, Kyabje Trulshik 
Rinpoche and His Holiness Dilgo Khyentse 
Rinpoche as well.  Furthermore, and 
perhaps more to the point, the reason we 
practice is to accomplish the two benefits 
for self and for others. We wish to create 
the circumstances for peace and happiness 
for all beings, to plant seeds for a fully 
enlightened society free from sectarian bias 
and fragmented causes of strife between 
peoples.  In the words of His Holiness 
Dudjom Rinpoche: We should not "Criticize 
the Dharma (Religions) of others when 
there is in fact only one Dharma, one 
teaching......." 
We at Bodhivastu have accepted this 
generous offering from Sri Sai Maa in no 
small measure due to our common 
motivation to honor all the great awareness 
traditions and to work in harmony with 
each other towards the noble goal of World 
Peace.”  quote continued on bottom of 
page 2 

Mariamma Statue Erected at Big Indian 
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To the entire Bodhivastu Community far and near: !
After the performance of numerous offering ceremonies (Pujas) to remove obstacles and 
assure fluid circumstances for Mariamma's placement, it is with great pleasure that we 
inform everyone that the Holy Form Support, (Murti) of Mariamma gifted to the Bodhivastu 
Foundation by Sri Sai Maa has been erected and placed on her pedestal at the Bodhivastu 
Spiritual Retreat and Healing Sanctuary in Big Indian, NY for the benefit of all beings.   !
We apologize that due to the extremely short notice, that the event could only be attended 
by a few people, however, the placement process proceeded seamlessly without a single 
glitch.   Mariamma was brought into her vertical position at the same time as the sunrise 
which bathed her face as she herself arose, accompanied by a song of sincere prayers.   !
Lama Rangbar’s quote from cover page continued:  “I also feel that if people are open to it, 
they can easily recognize that the blessings radiating from Mariamma have an immediate 
balancing and harmonizing power.  If anyone enters into this blessing stream by meditation 
or participation, that action can support you with a deeper sense of prosperity, appreciation 
and well-being functioning in your lives.  What most people experience as suffering due to 
some perceived lack in their lives, can easily be cured by relating to the bestowing power of 
the Divine mother in her many forms, Buddhist or otherwise.  Once the concept of lack is 
eradicated, people can finally become truly more confident and relax into their true 
primordial wisdom mind." 
  

Mariamma Erected 
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Visiting Mariamma at Big Indian 

!
We wish to inform everyone that you are always welcome to come freely at any time 
to see Mariamma, sit near her and enjoy her radiant presence.  Mariamma has been 
placed outside in the upper terrace of the Bodhivastu Spiritual Retreat and Healing 
Sanctuary at 126 Lost Clove Road in Big Indian, NY 12410 making her easily 
accessible to all.   There is no need to call ahead of time for her Darshan but individual 
arrangements can also be made to spend the night at the sanctuary by writing 
at: info@bodhivastu.org and booking a room in the main lodge in advance. 
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!
Ongoing Projects of Bodhivastu !

Kitchen Antics: 
Community members bearly escaped the intrusion of a hungry and curious black bear at Big Indian 
this summer who entered our kitchen to have a snack of the delicious food stored there.  But the 
result is positive as we have now re-vamped the kitchen with a new roof and two new skylights.  In 
addition to this, due to the generosity of George Subkoff and his wife Cheryl, the  kitchen is now 
equipped with a top of the line industrial refrigerator for community events. !
1st Retreat Cabin installed, first solitary retreat completed: 
The retreat center is in fact becoming a retreat center!  One of Bodhivastu’s main works is to enable 
true spiritual progress to be made for groups and individuals.  In order to accomplish this, retreat 
facilities and guidance are necessary.  We have now installed our first retreat cabin (pictured below) 
on the upper slope of the garden area.  Although the placement in that particular spot may be only 
temporary, (so is everything on earth), it represents solid start in placing several cabins for both 
group and individual retreats going up the back wooded slope. The first solitary retreat on the land 
which lasted 21 days has been completed.   !
2nd Cabin on its way:  Perhaps in response to the beauty and practicality of the first cabin, a 
second cabin has been ordered and sponsored by Janette Carlucci, Bodhivastu’s board secretary. 
The Cabins are made by the Amish and can be customized in various ways before being delivered 
right to our chosen sites. The gratification is more or less instantaneous.    For details on the 
benefits of sponsoring a retreat cabin, please contact Sapana Shakya at:  sapana@bodhivastu.org  !
Shrine Room Established at the Center 
A humble shrine room has now been established at the center where a spontaneous group of 
practitioners gathered to perform a Guru Rinpoche Tsok this past month.  See picture far below 

    THE NEWSLETTER OF THE BODHIVASTU FOUNDATION  SEPT,  2014 

! PAGE �                                                                                                      4

mailto:sapana@bodhivastu.org
mailto:sapana@bodhivastu.org


!
Some Words of Appreciation !

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to Sri Sai Maa for her generosity and 
understanding in our common aspiration for world peace and to allow the flow of blessing of 
Divine Mother energy into the ten directions healing and aligning our beings and to Lama 
Rangbar Nyima Ozer for working so tirelessly to assure Mariamma's establishment at the 
center.  We would also like to thank members of the Sai Maa community, Janardan, Swami 
Parameshwarananda, Pundit Samavedula and many others.  Many thanks also go out to our 
core team members of Bodhivastu John Pettit, John Lobiondo, Gary Giangola, James 
Robinson and other Bodhivastu community volunteers who all played critical supportive and 
facilitative roles throughout all the processes. !
Work to construct Mariamma's temporary surrounds will begin shortly, as soon as designs are 
finalized. Those wishing to help in any way during this time, either by volunteering or by 
financial support for the development of the temple and surrounds, are encouraged to contact 
us at info@bodhivastu.org   

                     Volunteering for and supporting the Bodhivastu Big Indian Project 
  
More and more people are pitching in at Big Indian recognizing its benefits for everyone.  This month, 
we are preparing to install another retreat cabin for those who have either received instructions from 
Lama Rangbar on how to accomplish a solitary retreat or have adequate previous experience . !
There are still many works we need your help with including: 
1. Clean-up of the old roofing that was taken down from the kitchen and front porch. 
2. Clearing out of the utility room and laundry room 
3. Carpentry work and support volunteers are needed for the construction of Mariamma’s temporary 
shelter and landscaping of her surrounds. !
We are planning another work weekend will be held on September 13th and 14th.  Those wishing to 
participate please contact sapana@bodhivastu.org   

Funding Requirements: 
Bodhivastu can only develop with your help.  We wish to raise between $30,000.00 to 
$45,000.00 over the next several months to make big strides on the grounds and facilities and 
even more to complete the temple for Mariamma.  Most specifically we would like to complete 
more of the roof before the winter snows pound onto the building.  For online pledges please 
visit: www.bodhivastu.org/donations  
For larger donations please write us an email: sapana@bodhivastu.org or give us a call at 
1-845-226-6663. !
Remember, if you do not have funds, you can always participate by offering your time and 
skills or informing friends with relevant items to donate. The Bodhivastu Foundation seeks 
skilled individuals to support project elements such as graphics, fundraising, legal, Web-based 
outreach, social networking, video/audio production, editing, etc. Please contact 
sapana@bodhivastu.org to see how your skills can best serve the project. 
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