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A Message From Lama 
Rangbar

This has been an action-
packed period for all of us.   
We have been extremely 
fortunate to have had many 
obstacles removed by holy 
Lamas who care for us and 
the project.  Each effort we 
make shows us that we will 
reach our goal.

  As Americans we have a 
deep responsibility to present 
an example of how we wish 
the world to function in 
harmony.  By all of us coming 
together from all faiths, 
beliefs, and systems, we can 
show the unity of humanity 
in the form of the process 
and accomplishment of this 
stupa. I encourage everyone 
to take up this work as their 
own.

    The Trident Volume VI

HEAL THE WORLD
 www.bodhivastu.org   /  www.healedearth.org  / www.ngakpasociety.org 

MORE INSIDE:

His Eminence Terton Namkha Drime Rinpoche Blesses the 
proposed Maha Bodhivastu land.

More about H.E.  Namkha Drime Rinpoche and the Gesar Lineage

Lama Rangbar and Lama Leki meet H.H.  Sakya Tridzin 
Rinpoche to discuss the Maha Bodhivastu 

From Left to right:  Lama Rangbar, H.H Sakya Tridzin Rinpoche, Lama Leki, Sapana Shakya

His Holiness expressed deep interest in this unique project calling it very 
important and timely.  He offered his prayers, some words of guidance and 
offered to give a declaration of his blessing support of the project as well as to 
visit the land on his next trip to the USA.

http://www.bodhivastu.org
http://www.bodhivastu.org
http://www.healedearth.org
http://www.healedearth.org
http://www.healedearth.org
http://www.healedearth.org
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His Eminence Namkha Drime Rinpoche Blesses the Maha Bodhivastu Land
By Nancy Crompton

On August 25, a sunny Friday morning, we gathered at the proposed Bodhivastu land to welcome His Eminence 
Namkha Drime Rinpoche, the supreme head of the Ripa lineage of Nyingma Vajrayana Buddhism and a living 
Dharma Treasure revealer (Tertön).

Lama Rangbar requested that Rinpoche come to see and bless the land, and he agreed.  A sizable group came to 
greet Rinpoche at the gate to the land. The Bhutanese Oracle, Druk Chokyong Tsimar, prophesied that H.E. 
Namkha Drime Rinpoche should come to bless the stupa land and it was auspicious and joyous that His Eminence 
was there on this first possible opportunity. 

The sang (fire puja) created clouds of smoke to join the puffy white clouds above the field. At one moment, there 
was one huge and well-formed, rounded cloud that seemed to hover exactly over the center of the field, as if a 
stupa was contained in the cloud and it was about to descend into place!

After completing his own practices of offerings to the local deities, guardians and De Gye Serkhyem with the 
Lamas, Rinpoche led the gathering through the rio sang chod text three times, and all of the offerings were 
transformed into billowing clouds of sweet-smelling smoke. Members of the community then made requests for 
Namkha Rinpoche’s guidance and blessings on the project. Lama Rangbar requested that Rinpoche bless 
everyone with a terma vajra of Guru Rinpoche in order to remove obstacles and hindrances to the project and give 
a blessing for the speedy purchase of the prophesied land. Accordingly, Rinpoche blessed everyone individually.

Lama Rangbar then gave Rinpoche a tour of the land, with its buildings and facilities, and Rinpoche commented 
that he thought that the land had most excellent qualities for this undertaking. In the early afternoon, the Sangha 
then welcomed Rinpoche to Lama Rangbar’s new home / Dharma center close by, in Poughquag, New York, where 
Lama Rangbar and the Sangha offered Ten Shuk for Namkha Rinpoche’s long life. Rinpoche blessed the new 
temple shrine and gave a teaching on the prophesy of the stupa and on its benefits for all beings. He also spoke 
about how America is a country that gives hope to so many people around the world, and the importance of 
accomplishing this undertaking.

He explained that for those supporting such a root cause of merit, especially for a prophesied stupa of this nature, 
the benefits are extremely powerful and eventually lead to full realization. His presence gave us joy, courage, and 
great confidence. 
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His Eminence Namkha Drime Rinpoche and his Gesar Terma
On the following day, the Sangha and family members of H.E. Namkha Drime Rinpoche gathered for a Gesar 
Enrichment ceremony. It was an excellent opportunity to practice with the revealer of the complete cycle of teachings 
on Gesar of Ling, the enlightened warrior-king of Tibet.

Gesar is an activity emanation of, and inseparable from, Guru Rinpoche. Gesar represents the Rigsum Gompo--that 
is,- the three Bodhisattvas: Manjushri, Avalokiteśvara, and Vajrapani, who in turn represent wisdom, compassion, and 
power, respectively.

In the morning,  H.E. Namkha Rinpoche spoke about the importance of behaving in accordance with the laws of 
karma. Rinpoche commented on the signs that indicate the decrease of merit in America when people think of their 
own interests first, without caring if others suffer as a result. Rinpoche urged everyone to think of benefiting all instead. 
Rinpoche explained that the Gesar practices help to generate merit and wisdom, and that there is no more speedy 
and powerful way to regain prosperity—both ordinary prosperity and the ultimate prosperity of recognizing the nature 
of one’s own mind.

The practices of his Gesar terma are especially important for the degenerate times that we live in. The signs of these 
degenerations match the prophesies of Gesar of Ling, while the sadhana relates with the establishment of a dignified 
and enlightened society. Gesar practices allow us to maintain our fullest awareness and capacity for courageous 
activity while remaining in the midst of our busy lives. Therefore it is very appropriate for us to engage in this practice. 
In this regard, H.E. Namkha Rinpoche and his family are exemplary in their enlightened view, meditation, and conduct.

Lama Rangbar’s History with His Eminence Namkha Drime RInpoche
Lama Rangbar has been a student of H.E. Namkha 
Drime Rinpoche for almost 25 years, first meeting 
Rinpoche in Nepal in 1987. At that time, Lama Rangbar 
traveled along with the Kudung (holy Relic Body) of His 
Holiness Dudjom Rinpoche, and had the good fortune to 
meet with Rinpoche and receive teachings on Mipham 
Rinpoche’s practices of Gesar. Later Lama Rangbar 
received the entire transmissions of H.E. Namkha 
Rinpoche’s terma cycle of Gesar teachings in Pharphing, 
Nepal. 

Lama Rangbar later accompanied Rinpoche on his first 
visit to America and tells the story of how this happened: 
“One time I returned to Nepal after a trip to America, and 
found that Rinpoche was there. I said, ‘Rinpoche, I’m 
very happy to see you here, how long will you be 
staying?’  Rinpoche then said with a big smile: ‘In a few 
days we are going to America.’ ‘Oh,’ I responded. I asked: 
‘Who do you mean by “we” ?’ Again, Rinpoche smiled 
shyly and said, ‘You, me, and some other people, as 
well.’ I was surprised since I had just returned to Nepal 
only the day before. Rinpoche then explained, ‘It is my 
first trip to America, it will be auspicious for us to go 
together the first time. I don’t know other Westerners and 
I have trust in you.’ And so I said, ‘Well, in that case, of 
course I’ll go with you.’

“When we arrived in the States we went to Pema Osel 
Ling in Santa Cruz and during this time many Mind 
Treasures arose spontaneously for Rinpoche.” Lama 
Rangbar says about this time that, “I felt it was like 
bringing Gesar to America for the first time. It had some 
deeper meaning that I could not quite fathom at that time. 
Now, seeing Rinpoche’s miraculous activities, the 
meaning has certainly come to light.” 

Lama Rangbar was also instrumental in forming the legal 
foundation for the establishment of Rigon Tashi Choeling 
Monastery at Yangleshod (Pharping), in Nepal, while his 
wife Sapana Shakya remains on the board of the 
organization.
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 GET   INVOLVED! 
MAKE THE STUPA HAPPEN

There are many ways to help the Phuntsok Chorten 
manifest to restore and heal our world.  

Cash Contributions:
No cash support is too small nor too large.  Small 

amounts as a onetime donation or set as a regular monthly 
amount are extremely beneficial.

In-kind Volunteering
Many people have small amounts of funds but also have 

some time and skill to offer the project.  Valuable skills 
include, web outreach and mailing list development, editing, 
filmmaking, hosting outreach events, and producing CDs.

If you are able to do any of these things, please do not 
hesitate to contact Sapana at: sapana@bodhivastu.org and 
see how your skills can best serve the project.

Connecting Bodhivastu with Donors
Most of us don’t have millions lying around the house 

but know someone who does. At this stage, we must 
purchase the land immediately to safe-guard the 
prophesized land.

In October we will print special donation booklets with 
serial numbered pages. The booklets will explain about the 
Maha Bodhivastu Project and become a personal way for 
many to get the word out and contribute their time.

This Month’s Favorite:
The Bodhivastu Website is needs translation into several 

other languages.  German, Tibetan and Russian have been 
commenced by volunteers. Other needed languages include:  
French,  Chinese, Thai, Polish, Spanish, Italian, 
Scandinavian, Bahasa Malay and Bahasa Indonesia.  Please 
contact us or forward to potential volunteers.

Bodhivastu Community Starts new center near Pleasant Valley, NY
The Sangha’s continued growth and increasing interest in the teachings that benefit the Bodhivastu 
project is creating the imperative for our community to come together and establish a new center in 
Poughquag, NY.

The new center will support practices that can energize the Sangha, heal the world, and create blessing 
streams which will help hasten the acquisition of the land and construction of the great stupa. A new 
center will also enable Bodhivastu to host visiting Lamas, enable the Sangha to deepen their practice by 
hosting group and individual retreats, and provide a space for community outreach. Please consider 
giving a monthly donation to support our new center. Visit www.bodhivastu.org to make a donation.

 Phurba Drup Cho Completed at 
Lhundrup Choling

At the request of Debi Ast and on behalf of many 
Tersar Sangha members in the LA area, Lama Rangbar, 
Khenpo Sonam, Lama Leki and the LA Sangha 
conducted a three-day Dharma accomplishment at 
Khenpo Sonam’s Lhundrup Choling Dharma center in 
Santa Monica.

The Lamas and the participants alike all hope this 
is one of many more events to come in the future at 
Lhundrup Choling.

mailto:sapana@bodhivastu.org
mailto:sapana@bodhivastu.org
http://WWW.bodhivastu.org
http://WWW.bodhivastu.org
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Project Stages and Support

The Bodhivastu Foundation is a 501 C-3 organization 
and seeks several types of support to make Bodhivastu 
and The Phuntsok Chorten manifest without obstruction.  

Project requirements include:

1) Land purchase and legal processes
2) Permits and Perpetuity registration
3) Ground pacifying and consecration ceremonies
4) Groundbreaking ceremonies
5) Construction commencement
6) Development of civil works and facilities

> One time extraordinary grants
> Endowments
> General donations from the public
> In-kind contributions in the fields of videography, 
graphics, legal works, and administration.

Currently The Bodhivastu Foundation needs an initial 
three and a half  million dollars to secure the land and 
commence permit processing.

Outreach Now

Bodhivastu and The Phuntsok Chorten seek skilled 
individuals ready to donate time to a number of  project 
elements ranging from graphics and fundraising to web 
work to Internet outreach and development of e-based 
mailing lists.

Those who feel move to contribute in this manner, 
please do not hesitate to contact Bodhivastu by writing 
Sapana at: sapana@bodhivastu.org

People can also be referred to our website:
www.bodhivastu.org

 GET   INVOLVED!      WHO’S DOING WHAT?

CAROLINE  AND  HER  HUSBAND  AARON  DO  IT!
That’s right,  Aaron and Caroline could not wait to make the stupa and so Aaron took the plunge and got 

himself a Maker Bot and made the stupa!  Here it is.  In our last issue we issued a challenge of a prize for 
anyone who made a small donation and guessed the size of the model.  So far we didn’t hear back anything 
that was close to the real size.  Any ideas?  Make a donation, venture a guess, and the closest one wins a prize!

mailto:sapana@bodhivastu.org
mailto:sapana@bodhivastu.org
http://www.bodhivastu.org
http://www.bodhivastu.org

