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    The Trident Volume VIII

Lama Chokhyong and Lama Rangbar Complete 
South Asia Bodhivastu Land Benefit Tour

         Lama Chokhyong and Lama Rangbar with the Surabaya group at an Ocean side temple.
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“Key to the Peace Gate” 
a special connection to the Great 
Mandala for World Peace is still 
available to donors who offer $108 
or more (Level I) or $50 (Level II).  
Log on and check it out while 
supplies last. See this link for more 
details:

www.mandalaforworldpeace.org 

Keys are in stock but please allow 
3 weeks for delivery.

.

SPRING 2012

After several months of travel 
and teaching in the USA, this Asia 
tour was the first international tour 
that both Lama Rangbar and 
Lama Chokhyong have embarked 
on.

The tour was Initiated by 
Dennis Bruns, Bodhivastu’s 
International program coordinator. 
The two Lamas travelled to 
Thailand, Indonesia, India and 
Nepal for two solid months of 
activities.

The host in Indonesia was 
Vajrayana Nusantara Foundation 
which is directed by its founder, 
Redi Nusantara who is also the 
M a h a B o d h i v a s t u p r o j e c t 
representative for Indonesia.  

Due to the kindness of Dennis 
and Redi, the Lamas were invited 
to several locations in Indonesia 
s u c h a s S u r a b a y a , S o l o , 

Semarang, Rembang and Chandi 
Borobodur.    
Lama Rangbar commented about 
the groups:
  
“I was so very happy to return to 
Indonesia again.  it is  one of my 
favorite countries on our small 
p l ane t .  The peop le and 
organizers in each location are so 
very kind and pure in their hearts 
so i t was ve ry r e f r esh ing 
compared with the complexities of 
the western world.  I felt very 
p o s i t i v e l y c o n n e c t e d w i t h 
everyone we met and was moved 
b y t h e i r h o s p i t a l i t y a n d 
encouraged by their eagerness to 
learn and participate in a life of 
Dharma.  I am certain that many 
hidden Dharma treasures  will 
emerge in Indonesia over the next 
decade”

BRING PEACE TO THE WORLD
 www.bodhivastu.org     

A Message From
Lama Rangbar

The more I dedicate 
myself to the process of 
developing the Great Mandala 
for World Peace, the more I 
am certain that these  
monuments are not made of 
money and cement.  They are 
made by the purity of people’s 
altruistic aspirations 
coinciding with the 
miraculous and blessed 
opportunity presented by the 
mandala to accumulate merit 
and wisdom. The process truly 
helps us learn about how merit 
functions in our lives to bring 
the fruits of happiness and 
enlightenment.

As Kyabje Trulshig 
Rinpoche said: 

 “To create images and 
representations of the 
enlightened body speech and 
mind of the Buddha creates 
unimaginable benefits.”

http://www.mandalaforworldpeace.org
http://www.mandalaforworldpeace.org
http://www.bodhivastu.org
http://www.bodhivastu.org


               THE NEWSLETTER OF THE BODHIVASTU FOUNDATION   JULY 2012

! PAGE 3

  Lama Chokhyong and Lama Rangbar circumambulating the Great Mandala Stupa, Chandi 
Borobodur.  “Lama Chokhyong was able to complete three rounds of each of the eight levels of 
the mandala from the top down at a remarkably brisk speed, while I tended to the blisters on my 
feet after the 5th or 6th level.” -Lama Rangbar

The story of Borobodur is shrouded in Mystery.  Legend says that a resplendent figure was 
often seen to appear and vanish next to the King’s side during construction of this Great 
Mandala.  Some believe this figure to be none other than Padmasambhava himself.  But 
whatever one can surmise, one thing is for certain, the monument is one of the most amazing 
examples of what humans can do when they work together towards a common goal.

The art or structures we call “Mandalas” are as meaningful today as they were thousands of 
years ago.  With tremendous blessings from the Buddha’s infinite compassion and wisdom, 
combined with some hard work and commitment from all of us humans who dwell  on the 
earth, we can only succeed in the project called: The Great Mandala for World Peace.
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Indonesian Tour 2012 by Dennis Bruns
In April of 2012,  I had the opportunity to spend two weeks with the High Oracle Lama Chokyong and Lama 
Rangbar in Indonesia as the Maha Bodhivastu Great Mandala for World Peace International Liaison.  We arrived in 
Surabaya on Guru Rinpoche Day and performed Guru Rinpoche Tsok Offering in the residence of Redi Nusantara 
The project’s Indonesian Liaison officer and his charming wife Erica. 

Our first destination was Solo where the organizers were very friendly and generous. The Lamas offered teachings 
about the significance of the Great Mandala for World Peace in our present difficult time and about the urgent need 
to generate merit.  More teachings were given by the Lamas on the topics of Bardo , Black Dzambala and Fire 
Offerings. Many students joined in frequent burnt offerings in Solo where logistics were managed by Ahin and Pak 
Aryanto Wong.

Following this, in Rembhang, Lama Rangbar offered teachings on Vajrakilaya, and Black Dzambhala and an 
extensive Sur offering was conducted in a detailed manner. The organizers in Rembhang were also extremely 
welcoming and offered support on many levels. Here, Lama Rangbar revealed the relics of Buddha Maha Kashyapa 
which was a cause of great delight for everyone. The Lamas also offered personal consultations relating to 
students’ worldly and spiritual affairs.

In Borobudor, the Lamas performed many circumambulations with Redi and others from the group including 
Hendricks.   A very extensive ceremony was conducted on behalf of a long list of deceased persons from their 
group. Auspicious signs appeared such as when Lama Chokhyong rushed saying that the ceremony preparations 
should be done quickly. Just upon commencing the ceremony a very heavy rain started which continued for  a long 
time.  We also went to a river site where they say Jo Atisha had visited. Fish were released there and chanting 
performed for them.  

In Surabaya, events were hosted by the Buddha Education Center (BEC) courtesy of Mr. Ong Ko the Executive 
Director of the center.  Lama Chokhyong gave a teaching on the benefits of stupas and Lama Rangbar taught the 
group how to perform Tong Len (the compassionate practice of sending and receiving) as a way to join into the 
blessing of the Great Mandala for World Peace.  Lama Rangbar particularly liked the energy of this group feeling a 
strong Karmic connection to them.  Lama Rangbar said: “This group has a special “can do” team attitude which is 
the perfect spirit for joining us as partners in the Mandala.  I truly hope this group comes together with the mandala 
in a deep long term way.” See photo 1.

In Surabaya the Lamas also offered teachings in an extremely beautiful temple which has an admirable non-
sectarian approach where the monks from several different traditions live together in harmony. The temple 
impressed me deeply with its beauty and welcoming staff. see: photo 2   During the tour an amazing event occurred 
where a local person had unearthed a special ancient statue of white Tara.  The owner called upon Lama Chokhyong 
and Lama Rangbar to purify and consecrate the small statue at a beautiful temple close to the ocean.  Lama 
Chokhyong said that the details of this extremely auspicious event would be revealed in time.

Redi did a wonderful job and contributed much time and effort towards the success of the entire tour. He offered 
long hours in order to ensure success. Though being a very busy person with many responsibilities he showed great 
generosity, patience, and dedication in the context of supporting the Great Mandala for World Peace. His devotion 
and energy was inspiring. Redi exhibited qualities of someone who truly trusts in the Buddhist path.   Upon leaving 
Surabaya, Redi supported the release of many birds in front of his residence. The Lamas performed Dharma rituals 
for their benefit at the time of the release.    See:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Kslh0l1jsc 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Kslh0l1jsc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Kslh0l1jsc
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Later, on the island of Bali, the hotel owner sponsored an extensive Naga offering ceremony which was performed 
next to the beach. This was around the time of the earth quake near Java.  Many people came to witness the 
ceremony.  Also in Bali, Lama Chokhyong and Lama Rangbar had an interfaith meeting with several Hindu Priests 
who performed their fire puja on a black sand beach.  Views were exchanged between the Lamas and the Hindu Yogis 
in a friendly atmosphere. Later, a Gana Chakra Puja was offered there.  
See:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twHdqwLJYAg

While in Bali, Lama Rangbar and I went swimming quite far out into the ocean. Lama called me back urgently saying 
is was getting too dangerous because a powerful undertow. I had not even realized how powerful it was as I was not 
accustomed to swimming in the ocean. I looked back to Lama strongly waving at me to come back in when all of a 
sudden, several huge waves came in making it almost impossible to return to shore. I swallowed lots of salty water 
and was truly unsure if I would make it back. When I reached the beach totally exhausted, a high respect for the 
ocean and deep sense of the truth of impermanence arose in my mind.  Lama Rangbar laughed and said:  “I knew 
those red flags stuck in the beach must have had some meaning.”  

Though the extremely high temperature in Indonesia caused some physical distress for Lama Chokyong he kept his 
personal practice going which was amazingly disciplined. Despite the non-stop busy schedule, the Lamas woke very 
early each day and chanted for a very long time. Lama Chokhyong has a strong view against smoking of tobacco and 
often became visibly upset when tobacco smoke was in the air.  In this context I may mention that Guru Rinpoche 
often spoke against the use of tobacco.  

While being with the Lamas I had the rare chance to learn many things which go beyond the intellect. As I am only a 
normal guy with many comfort-loving habits, seeing the Lamas in action not only during formal teaching sessions but 
all the time we travelled was inspiring. It taught me that it is necessary to demonstrate discipline, strength, 
concentration and open-mindedness in order to realize the Stupa for the benefit of oneself and others. When being 
close to the Lamas the mirror which had been often held in front of me was sometimes not so pleasant. But I think 
that those who wish to learn quickly must be willing to face that without complaining. Those teachers who only speak 
pleasantly to stubborn students like me, will not melt our iron-hard habits. The job of the Lama is not to make our life 
pleasant in Samsara but to help us to attain realization. Loosing samsaric habits is not always easy or pleasant.

The trip was a great success as we made many new Dharma friends who we now consider to be part of the Mandala.    

Photo 1.  Lama Rangbar with the Buddha 
Education Center staff and Mr. Ong Ko (on Lama 
Rangbar’s left side)  around 150 attended

Photo 2. Lama Chokhyong and Lama Rangbar 
with a second Surabaya Group.  Around 250 
attended this event.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twHdqwLJYAg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=twHdqwLJYAg
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GREAT NEWS!
We worked hard and got blessed too!  Mandala supporters have stepped forward and we are now 
very close to having enough to purchase the selected land for the Great Mandala for World Peace in 
Pleasant Valley NY.  With your help, we can soon arrive at our goal to obtain the land perhaps as 
early as this summer! 

Help purchase the land for this worthy project or make a monthly pledge which helps us assure 
predictable cash flow for the project operation.  For on-line pledges please go to:   
www.bodhivastu.org/donations    Bodhivastu Foundation is a 501 C-3 Not for profit organization. 
Your donations are tax deductible. 

The Bodhivastu Foundation also seeks skilled individuals to support project elements such as 
graphics, fundraising, legal, engineering, management, Web-based outreach, social networking, 
technology, communications, video/audio production, editing, etc.   If you have skills to offer, please 
send a note to sapana@bodhivastu.org mentioning your skill set to see how your skills can best 

GURU RINPOCHE
We all know WHO this is, but WHAT is it? 

This is a most beautiful limited edition 
embroidered Thangka of Guru Nangsi 
Zilnon, (Guru Padmasambhava 
subjugating phenomenon by splendor) 
made with gradient colors and gold 
thread embellishment. 
It is truly an amazing art work and there 
are only a few pieces which were made 
for high Lamas and Monasteries.  By 
special assistance by an anonymous 
supporter from Asia, we now have the 
opportunity to make this available to 
supporters of the Bodhivastu Great 
Mandala for World Peace.
This fine work can be yours for a donation 
of $2,500 or more to the Peace mandala.

To make a donation online, please see:
www.bodhivastu.org/donations 

Better yet, send a check made out to 
Bodhivastu Foundation 
and send it to:
119 Roosevelt Dr.
Poughquag, NY  12570
USA 

http://www.bodhivastu.org/donations
http://www.bodhivastu.org/donations
mailto:sapana@bodhivastu.org
mailto:sapana@bodhivastu.org
http://www.bodhivastu.org/donations
http://www.bodhivastu.org/donations

