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    The Trident Volume IX

The Successful Launch of The UN International Day of Peace 2012

The Bodhivastu Foundation was requested by Michael Johnson the UN NGO 
representative of Pathways to Peace, to arrange for participants in the International 
Day of Peace, September 21st 2012.  Lama Rangbar arranged for two Bodhivastu 
alliance members, the Bodhanath Ghyang Guthi of Boudhanath, Nepal and the 
Buddhist Education Centre (BEC) of Surabaya, Indonesia, to participate.

All groups participated by observing a moment of silence for World Peace, while 
Bodhivastu broadcast a 15 minute clip of Lama Rangbar sharing the practice of 
“Sending and Receiving”  (Tonglen) for individual and World Healing.  The videos of 
each group were broadcast to over 156 countries and close to 100,000 viewers, 
95,937 to be exact!
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The process of building stupas and mandalas 
is  never really isolated from all true acts of peace 
building.  The International Day of Peace was 
initiated by several NGOs in the Culture of Peace 
Initiative under the umbrella of the UN.  This day, 
now recognized by all countries, offers an amazing 
chance for people from around the world to 
recognize their true commonality as humans and 
to empower each other to act responsibly and 
collectively to all the challenges we face today. 

Videos of groups from around the world were 
broadcast live on “Peace Day TV”  an internet 
broadcasting platform: www.peaceday.tv  and  
many of the events  can still be seen re-broadcast 
from time to time. 

Bodhivastu broadcasted Lama Rangbar sharing 
the method of “sending and receiving” a practice 
that leads to peace in a simple easy-to-follow 
meditation.  The recorded version of this  show can 
be seen using the following links:

Intro to Lama Rangbar:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gAHgnFBYKxw 

The actual practice:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pYXeDls7x_Q 

To see the Buddhist Education Center (BEC) 
Surabaya’s participation in the event:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrxEhbL_iSs 

International Day of Peace

Avon Mattison International Secretariat, Culture of Peace Initiative
with members of Bodhivastu Foundation at the UN in New York City

A Message From
Lama Rangbar

The practice of building true 
peace in this world is a process of 
recogn i t ion o f our 
interdependence with each other 
and nature, rather than only an 
external construction of a dome.  
Stupas are blessed with the 
mantra o f in terdependent 
or ig inat ion showing that 
everything depends of causes and 
conditions.  Building a stupa 
plants the seed causes for so many 
countless beings to recognize this 
truth and so, sacrif ices and 
investments made into the stupa 
and i t s p rocesses form a 
tremendous root cause for the 
unfo ld ing o f supreme 
enlightenment for everyone.  In 
modern times, this is known 
simply by everybody as... 

“ World Peace”
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     Sapan  Rahula Shakya receives Boudhanath Lime and relic 
       for consecration of the Model Stupas from The Chiniya 
       Lama Sherab Dorje, Chairman of the Boudhanath 
       Association                                               
Sapana Shakya and Rahula with Kiran Kumar Lama,        
Vice Secretary Boudhanath Association

In order to spread the blessing energy of the 
Bodhivastu Great Mandala for World Peace and 
to embrace everyone in meritorious activity, 
Bodhivastu will be making special  limited 
edition models of the proposed Bodhivastu 
Stupa / Mandala based on Boudhanath Stupa in 
Nepal.  Each of these models will  be consecrated 
with mantras and relics and in particular, will be 
imbibed with blessed lime and brick powder 
from the original  Stupa in Nepal as a direct 
connection to this powerful  source of blessings.  
These sacred substances were offered to 
Bodhivastu by the Chairman and Vice-Secretary 
of the Boudhanath Association of the Chiniya 
Sherab Dorje Lama,  and Kiran Kumar Lama, 
specifically for the purpose of this project.  These 
beautiful  models will  be made in a limited 
number only.

  !        !

The Bodhivastu Great Mandala for World 
Peace needs your support and participation 
in order to manifest.  Those wishing to 
make a donation of $750 and above will 
rece ive a handsomely c ra f ted and 
consecrated model of the stupa.
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Lama Rangbar and The Venerable Abbess Ni SuThic Nu Hue-An 
at The Quan Am Pho Chieu Temple of Lanham Maryland 

 
Bodhivastu visits Quan Am Temple, by Janette Carlucci

Our travels late this summer took us to the greater Washington, DC area, making stops at Hoa-Nghiem 
Temple in Fort Belvoir, Virginia, and Quan Am Pho Chieu Ni Vien Temple in Lanham, Maryland.  Lama 
Rangbar’s teachings on Amitabha and Tonglen and introduction to the Mandala for World Peace project were 
well received at both temples.
 
This was our first trip to Quan Am Pho Chieu Ni Vien and it was so wonderful to be introduced to such 
devoted and enthusiastic Dharma practitioners and Sangha.   Many thanks to Hao Ton and his wife, Do-Nhu 
Nguyen, and all those at Quan Am Temple for excellent event organization and assistance.

I love it that Quan Am is on Good Luck Road in Lanham.  It fits.  The place reflects an energy of welcome 
and goodwill that made us feel like old friends already on our first visit. We really enjoyed the elegance and 
beauty of the Temple building and the surrounding grounds and gardens.  But, the jewel in the trip was 
meeting Quan Am’s Abbess, Ni Su Thich Nu Hue-An, and being guests of her grace, humility, kindness, and 
gentle, yet powerful presence.

Lama Rangbar will visit again at the Abbess’s invitation on Saturday, December 1, 2012 for the Temple 
Consecration.  (see Bodhivastu calendar)
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Let’s Talk About Peace, by Carrie Lee McClelland 
Peace is provocative, alluring, full, empty and it is action. Peace is what we claim to strive for in 
practice or meditation. Consciously choosing to shift space, or a difficult state of mind to a point 
that holds the entirety of experience, and our complete acceptance of it. Romanticized, lovely, 
and at times, a brilliant struggle or an arrival like an extreme exhale. With each definition of 
peace, is also a core human connection embedded in its amorphous form. We can not officially 
label it. We can recognize it as a personalized point that is supported by spiritual or cultural 
parameters which allow us to move socially forward, holding the shared treasure. My daily 
experience of peace is the simple knowing of the safety of my family. With this knowledge 
comes comfort, a sense of safety and trust in a very unstable universe. I know well that there 
are homes all over the world, where this is not the case. Children starve, are abused, are 
frightened, unsafe and have no explanation, no sense of relief or freedom. 

Women fear deeply of repercussion, men struggle to stay strong in the face of horror in the 
name of ideology without peace. In survival mode, peace seems a luxury, like hot water or thick 
satin blankets. This is our world, right now, every day. Global communication at its best, gives 
us the opportunity to have access to information, or to witness what is happening here and now 
in this world of ours. We know what is unfolding, even if frightfully limited. How can we possibly 
solve issues if we don’t have a clue of their full existence, or even begin to help? We can strive 
to take steps. In fact, there are groups and amazing individuals all over the world who creatively 
take lush, rich steps every day to develop ways to support transformation and develop the 
collective unconscious, and at times the global consciousness of peace. 

      Paul Jaffe, Lama Rangbar, Carrie Lee McClelland

w

Maya Sponder, Paul Jaffe, Carrie Lee, Sapana and Lama

This September, members of Bodhivastu attended a High Level Conference on Peace held at the 
United Nations. Quite the experience to gather with like minded groups and individuals all 
holding the desire to attain our highest selves. There is no doubt that there are deeply inspired 
people all over the world who are profoundly committed to the action of Peace making and 
peace keeping. They do it,  and they do it extremely well. They totally get the vision, they share 
it and they go to the core of the issue and look at it from all sides and bring their very best to 
this driving fire to sustain peace. I realized something in taking part in this event, in listening, 
watching and thinking about all that was presented. 
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We have to do all we can, with the tools we have and constantly create new tools to keep this 
moving forward. It’s serious business. Bodhivastu has a main goal that is pretty pure, and is 
about as defined as tangible love, as you can get. It is to create a physical mandala for world 
peace. You may ask, what in the world can this mandala possibly do to help in such spiritually 
exhaustive times? For me, this is a no brainer.   Seriously, if we all want peace, we need to 
take action in developing peace in all areas of living and being. We need to share ourselves in 
new and uncomfortable ways. Instead of asking WHY do we need this, I am asking why not.  

A while back I took my Bodhisattva vows. Prior to that day, I looked very deeply into myself 
to be totally sure of what I was really choosing to do. Was it spiritual materialism, or did I 
intend to take action, inside and outside of my Buddhist practice to truly embody the vow. 
Could I let go of the clinging to the saffron robes and simply serve humanity? Committing to 
something I know in my heart to serve in its development until completion, is a pretty 
intense thing to do, and I know there will be challenges along the way. Getting involved with 
a group who is building a huge Stupa in the west, inspires and consistently reminds me that 
as the mandala is created in my heart and the hearts of many others who are involved in its 
development, that it shall indeed manifest.

Our nation, under God, is big on churches, synagogues, mosques, temples and everything in 
between. This has always been a pretty cool thing in my book. So, why not build a giant 
stupa for the world? This is an enormous symbol of peace. A mandala of and for peace. It is 
as ancient as a Sanskrit text and as current as a newborn babe. A mandala has a specific 
definition. I won’t give it to you here. I want you to look it up. I want you to take action in 
learning what this is and around your understanding of this project and of your interpretation 
of peace. I think the definition of this mandala will grow and expand as its development 
unfolds. From the primary concept that Bodhivastu holds, to each person who shows up, 
offers to help in anyway possible to cease suffering for their fellow humans. What I have 
found with my deepening involvement is a moving, emotional connection in myself that is a 
fire that seems to grow each time I take action around this project. It doesn’t have a name or 
a definition. But I am thinking, the mandala is growing in me. <>  

Funding News:
We are close to having sufficient funds to purchase the selected land for Project.  We have 
raised around $800,000.00 combined donations and committed loan.  To meet our goal to 
obtain the land by end of this year, WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!!!  Please support us with any 
amount you can, small or big, get the words out to your community, get involved and be part 
of the process creating peace within and to the world.  You can also make a monthly or yearly 
pledge.  For online pledges, please visit: www.bodhivastu.org/donations 

If you do not have funds, you can participate with YOUR SKILLS. The Bodhivastu Foundation 
seeks skilled individuals to support project elements such as graphics, fundraising, legal, Web-
based outreach and social networking, video/audio production, editing, etc. Please contact 
sapana@bodhivastu.org to see how your skills can best serve the project.

This Newsletter Period’s Memorials:
Donations made in memory of loved ones for this period:
For The Loving Parents of Leo Shapiro: Blanche and Murray Shapiro and his beloved sister Joan 
Augustine Shapiro.
Your support is much appreciated and the generated merit is dedicated to  all beings.
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